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Art News 

Literary Arts 
The kids in Literary Arts are very busy learning new 
acting techniques as we work on our weekly skits.  We 
are having a great time performing each week, but 
we're also learning more about the topics we're study-
ing in our classrooms.  Our skits have covered a num-
ber of topics that align very nicely with the 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th grade curriculums.  In 2nd grade, we learned 
about place value with our Readers Theater skit called 
“Don’t Forget Zero”.  In 3rd grade, the students have 
had a blast with “The Medicine Dance”, a skit about 
Native Americans, and “An Evening with Pirates”.  By 
the end of the week, EVERYONE was talking like a 
pirate!  Fourth graders did an awesome skit about “The 
Water Cycle” and then another skit called “Columbus 
Takes a Trip”.  These two skits covered material they 
were learning in both science and social studies.  We 
will continue to perform throughout the year, learning 
more about acting, but also providing enrichment to the 
students by bringing the classroom topics TO LIFE!  

Multimedia 
Abner Creek students are off to a fantastic start in Mul-
timedia! Second-grade students turned their own fairy-
tales into pop-up books using Zooburst.com. Third 
graders used a new software called ActivInspire to cre-
ate Native American villages for the three South Caro-
lina tribes they learned about in social studies. Fourth-
grade students also culminated their study of Native 
American regions by creating collages depicting the 
houses, food, and lifestyle of the regions using a site 
called BiteSlide.com. Some fourth-grade classes also 
researched famous explorers and created their own 
trading cards! Finally, fourth graders were stars on the 
big screen as they produced their own weather news 
shows using our green screen technology. Kindergarten 
and first grade will be getting their start in Multimedia 
soon with digital stories and mini-research projects. All 
students are working hard and growing their technolo-
gy skills. Look out because students are really bloom-
ing in Multimedia this year! 

Spanish News 
Spanish class has been very fun and exciting this first 
nine weeks! First graders have been learning all about 
their colors and numbers. Next, they will begin learning 
the days of the week, the months, how to say the date, 
as well as, different holidays and celebrations in Span-
ish-speaking countries. Second grade has just finished 
learning about different things from Latin America. 
They made puppets representing the celebration of ‘el 
dia de los muertos’ or “The Day of the Dead.” This tra-
dition celebrates family that has passed. Third grade 
has been learning how to talk about their families and 
their homes, such as rooms in the house and some of 
the furniture inside. The next unit will be about The 
Hungry Caterpillar or ‘La oruga muy hambrienta.’ 
Fourth grade has just started a unit about the Aztec, 
Maya, and Inca groups who live in Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Peru.  

We have had a great start to the year with new tables in 
our room that are taller and work great with our tall 
stools! K5 has been working on shapes and cutting 
skills. First grade has learned about Van Gogh and has 
completed a fabulous oil pastel picture of his 
“Sunflowers.” The second graders have been working 
on their painting skills in two projects, one with butter-
flies and one with Georgia O’Keefe’s “Sunflower.” 
The third graders have also been mastering their paint-
ing skills. They have painted dragonflies and a relief 
map of South Carolina. They also made a Native 
American pouch out of felt to go along with their so-
cial studies curriculum. Fourth grade has studied three 
artists since the first of the year: Winslow Homer, Rob-
ert Delaunay, and Georgia O’Keefe. They have done a 
fabulous job with their projects. We will be making 
holiday cards for the district contest next. 

Students have really 
enjoyed using the new 
technology at Abner 
Creek this year. Third-
grade used the laptops 
in the media center to 
do research. 
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Gator Fitness Center 

From Mrs. Bralley 
Reading Interventionist 

Why Your Child Should Read 15 Minutes Every Day 
“Why can’t I skip my 15 minutes of reading tonight?” 
Let’s Figure it out...MATHEMATICALLY! 

 
Student A reads 15 minutes, four nights of every week; 
Student B reads only 5 minutes, four nights a week… or not at all! 
 
Step 1: Multiply the minutes read each night x 4 times each week.  
Student A reads 15 minutes x 4 nights a week = 60 minutes per week. Student B reads 5 minutes x 4 nights a week = 20 minutes per week. 
 
Step 2: Multiply the minutes a week x 4 weeks each month. 
Student A reads 240 minutes a month. Student B reads only 80 minutes a month. 
 
Step 3: Multiply the minutes each month x 9 months in the school year. 
Student A reads 2,160 minutes in a school year. Student B reads 720 minutes in a school year. 
 
So what does this mean? 
 
Student A practices reading the equivalent of six whole school days a year! Student B, on the other hand, gets the equivalent of only two 
school days of reading practice. By the end of the 6th grade, if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading habits, Student A will 
have read the equivalent of 36 whole schools days, while Student B will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days. If this works, why 
not try 30 minutes a day! Imagine what that mathematical equation would look like! 
 
Here are some additional facts: 
 
If daily reading begins at infancy, by the time a child is five years old, he or she has been fed roughly 900 hours of brain food! 
 
Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes a week, and the child’s hungry mind loses 770 hours of nursery rhymes, fairy tales, stories, and 
vocabulary development. 
 
A kindergarten student who has not been read aloud to could enter school with less than 60 hours of literacy nutrition. 
 
Source: U.S. Department of Education, American Reads Challenge, (1999) “Start Early, Finish Strong: How to Help Every Child Become a 
Reader.” Washington, D.C. 

We have been busy learning all about the different cre-
ative ways to move in the Gator Fitness Center. K5 
through 2nd grade have learned all eight locomotor 
movements: walk, jog, gallop, slide, skip, hop, jump, 
and leap. They also learned different directions, levels, 
pathways, and speed. We started in our Frisbee unit in 
3rd grade and our football unit in 4th grade. The stu-
dents have learned how to throw and all about offense 
and defense. Starting in the second nine weeks, the 
lower grades will start working in personal space with 
different equipment such as scarves, bean bags, and 
hoops. Third and fourth grades will begin our volley-
ball unit. 

Music News 
Students at Abner Creek Academy are learning how to 
be a leader and how to communicate through the art of 
music. Our students are learning how to keep a steady 
beat through moving and playing instruments. They are 
also learning good vocal techniques and how to com-
municate good will through singing songs from around 
the world. The older students have been practicing a 
stick game from the Maori people of New Zealand, and 
they have communicated love for our country through 
singing patriotic songs. The younger students have 
been learning some American folk songs and some fun, 
silly songs.  Our K5 and 1st graders have just begun 
practicing songs for their holiday musicals, which will 
be held in December. Learning to communicate 
through music at “the Creek” is great!       


